An Easter
Devotional

Introduction
The next day he (John the Baptist) saw Jesus coming toward him,
and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of
the world! John 1:29
Have you ever tried to cook with a three-year-old? Sounds like
fun, right? During my last visit with my sister, I was asked to make
some cookies and decided to include my three-year-old nephew,
J.T., in the fun. Being the good Aunt that I am, I wanted him to do
more than just taste test ingredients (Baking Soda does NOT
taste good), so we got to work sifting, measuring, and stirring.
Being the three-year-old that J.T. is, there were a lot of questions
and attempts to just throw things in the way he wanted. No
amount of logical explaining could help him understand that his
way was going to result in some really gross cookies. LOL Sound
a little bit like our relationship with God?
God, in His wisdom, knows that we cannot get a full picture of
who He is and His plan because we are still spiritual three-yearolds. We are very familiar with how things work in a sin-filled
world, but those same limited understandings make us see God
and how He works in a very incomplete and flawed way. Like a
three-year-old, we need our perfect and loving God to take those
concepts and put them in a way we can understand. And
sometimes we need Him to move our hands out of the way so He
can work His plan the way He knows is best.
The Bible is full of historical pictures of who God is. He crafted
the Bible to show us concepts and His plan that we could never
fully understand just on our own. What a gift that is to see how
He has put together the history of our world to point to His
perfect plan – Jesus! As we lead up to Easter, let's take a look at
some of the historical snapshots so we can get a more complete
understanding of His restoration plan for us.
Let's talk about it:
Our definition of restoration is returning something to its original
state. But what is our original state? We cannot get a full picture
of the restoration God has worked out for us unless we see what
the original creation was meant to be. Each devotion this next
week will take a look at a part of the restoration process so we can
have a better appreciation for the whole work that God did
through Jesus’ birth, death, and resurrection.
Take some time to pray that you will all be able to see Easter
through fresh eyes as we look through the Bible at what God's
perfect restoration actually means. If you find during this study
that you are wanting someone to talk to you about what a
relationship with God looks like or how to make some changes in
your life to move away from sin and move into a better
relationship with God, please contact Pastor Billy or Bethany.
Finally, every day we encourage you to go to
www.leafriverbaptist.org/restored for additional
resources and encouragement as you spend time with
God this week.

Day 1
Restoration is a New Direction
Read Genesis 3
The beginning of the story of life is not just about creation. It is about
the beginning of our restoration with God and that beginning required
a new direction.
Have you ever wondered why Adam and Eve had to leave the Garden
of Eden? Why their punishment excluded them from that corner of the
earth God had made? When Eve ate the fruit, it was disobeying God
and that disobedience led to a lot of brokenness. There was broken
peace with God, with herself, with Adam, with God's plan, and with the
rest of creation.
The one action could not be undone, excused, or forgotten. It needed
to be restored. So God, in His mercy, sought out Adam and Eve so He
could address that brokenness and begin the process of restoration.
Part of that process was removing Adam and Eve from the Garden that
God created for them. The perfect life of an easy relationship was no
longer possible. Things would be much harder for them in many
different areas of life, but sending them from the garden was not just
part of their punishment. It was mercy. The tree of life was still in the
Garden and God loved them too much to let them live forever with their
sin. He lovingly sent them away in a new direction so they could have
hope and a chance at a new relationship.
And this is how the process of restoration began not just for Adam and
Eve, but for the world – for each of us. God's restoration is not just fixing
things or putting them back the way they were. God's restoration is
giving back MORE than was lost. Every event in the Bible moves us
closer to God's ultimate plan to have us with Him on the perfect earth
for eternity. God's plan is for us to have a new direction as we move
toward the restoration He had in mind all along.
So today, how can you move in a new direction to walk through the
plan of redemption that God has already started for us?

Application:
1. If there has been a time in your life when you have chosen to have a
relationship with Christ, take some time to reflect on what that means
and thank God for that gift. If there has not been a time like that, take
some time to ask God to help you understand what that means.
2. As we move to a more perfect and restored relationship with God,
we should become discontent with the imperfect things of this world.
What is one thing in your life that is not pleasing to God? Ephesians 4:
22-24 tells us to put off those things and to put on things that are
pleasing to God.
What can you replace that sin with something that will be pleasing to
God and move in a new direction?

Restoration is Faith
Read Genesis 22
By faith Abraham, when God tested him, offered Isaac as a
sacrifice. He who had embraced the promises was about to
sacrifice his one and only son... Hebrews 11: 17
One of my favorite stories growing up was the Gift of the Magi by
O. Henry. In this short story, a husband and wife sacrifice
something of great value to themselves in order to buy the other
one a Christmas gift. I have actually had one of my own Gift of the
Magi moments early on in our marriage when Billy sacrificed
getting much-needed new glasses because he wanted to get me
a special Christmas gift. I know first hand that it was the sacrifice
offered by Billy and not the gift itself that meant so much to me.
God tested Abraham by asking him to sacrifice his only son,
Isaac. Isaac, the long-awaited and prayed for one who was the
only hope for God's promise to build a great nation through
Abraham's family line. But God did not test Abraham because
God needed to know if he would sacrifice what he loved most.
God tested Abraham so Abraham would know that he was willing
to sacrifice what he loved most. Abraham did not bargain with or
question God. He obeyed. He had so much faith that God was
going to somehow fulfill his covenant to make a great nation that
he was ready to destroy the only way he could see God doing
that. Abraham knew God could be trusted.
How many hard times do we need to go through before we
really grasp the truth that God can be trusted? He shows us
time and time again in scripture how He works things together
for our good. He even gives us personal trials in our own lives
so we can know firsthand who He is. Yet often our first response
is not to trust, but to worry, question, and even challenge Him.
God is restoring us to Himself by offering us opportunities to
strengthen our faith. To practice believing Him and His
character.
Application:
1. List 3 familiar Bible stories and think through what they show you
about who God is.
2. Write down a difficult time you are having and think through what
YOUR circumstance is showing you about who God is. How can you
hands-on demonstrate faith to God in that circumstance? (Some ideas:
pray and hand it over to Him – share it with a friend and tell them how
you know God is working – take a scary step to do something He is
asking you to do...)

Restoration is Consequences
Read Genesis 27
“Esau held a grudge against Jacob because of the blessing his
father had given him. He said to himself, “The days of mourning
for my father are near; then I will kill my brother Jacob.” Genesis
27:41
It is amazing how one sin can have so much impact on ourselves
and even the people around us! Let's take a look at what Jacob
(and his mother) did. Jacob went to great lengths to trick Esau
into trading him the eldest birthright for a bowl of stew. He didn't
just arrange for it, but he decided to lean into his name
“deceiver” and do what he needed to do to get it. Because he
tricked and lied to get what he wanted (and what God had
already promised him), he broke his relationship with his father
and brother, tempted his brother to respond with so much anger
that Esau wanted to kill him and was separated from his beloved
mother for the rest of his life. He had to run from the family and
comfort he had known to keep from getting killed by Esau.
Sin has consequences. From the consequences, we inherited
from Adam and Eve's sin to the mess that comes when we
choose to sin ourselves, we cannot get away with doing things
that are against God's character. Jacob paid dearly for the lies
and deceit not only in the broken relationships and loss of his
mother, but he was lied to and tricked by his Father-in-law which
landed him in a lifetime of drama between two wives. He was
then again targeted by Laban to keep him from having the
animals (wealth) he was promised. Jacob's sin made it open
season for him to get a taste of his own medicine.
Think not only about the lifelong consequences for Jacob, but
also for Esau, and Jacob's own family. Jacob learned through
hard lessons how God's discipline was developing his character
and restoring him to what God had planned for him all along.
Jacob's repentance and desire to turn back to God resulted in a
name change (see Genesis 32: 22-31) to Israel to reflect his
restored character and a restored relationship with his brother,
Esau. God desires the result of the consequences of our sin to
be a restored relationship with Him!
Application:
1. Look at these people in scripture to see what their responsibilities
was to their sins: Lot (Genesis 19); King Saul (I Samuel 31); David (2
Samuel 11 and 12); Paul (Acts 22)
2. Take some time to think through the sins in your life you need to root
out. Are you brave enough to ask a family member or friend to tell you
the sins they see? Take those sins to God and ask for His forgiveness
and help in changing.

Restoration is Protection
Read Exodus19; 20: 1-17; 32
“When the people saw that Moses was so long in coming down
from the mountain, they gathered around Aaron and said,
“Come, make us gods who will go before us. As for this fellow
Moses who brought us up out of Egypt, we don’t know what has
happened to him.” Genesis 32:1
One thing that drives me crazy is when Billy or our kids feel the
need to have me guess something. I don't want to guess have to
guess a surprise or even try to figure out what they want in dayto-day life. Just tell me what it is! God is not a God of guessing
games, thank goodness! He very clearly showed Himself to the
Israelites and told them the plans He had for them to have a
home that would solidify them as a nation.
God also very clearly gave them instructions in the form of the
Ten Commandments that would help them know exactly how to
be pleasing to Him. How long did it take for the Israelites to
demonstrate that they needed some specific instruction? God
showed Himself to them so they would know how real He was.
He brought Moses up to the mountain to give him the
commandments (Exodus 24: 15-18 tells us Moses was there for
47 days) and the Israelites just couldn't keep it together. They felt
Moses was gone too long and needed a God replacement, so
they made a golden calf and decided to worship that.
Clearly, God had a plan for giving them the Ten
Commandments and that plan was for their protection. Leaving
it up to them - leaving it up to us - to do what is right will always
lead to sin. (Judges 17:6 In those days there was no king in
Israel. Everyone did what was right in his own eyes.) God knows
that in order for us to be restored to Him, we will need guidance
along the way to protect us from straying. He has given us His
own words so we don't need to try and figure out what is right
on our own. Let's embrace the freedom we have in Christ when
we stay true to the Bible and let it guide our hearts and our
actions! Just like we protect our kids by not just letting them do
whatever they want, God protects us with His word so we can be
restored to Him.
Application:
1. Write down 2 Timothy 3: 16,17 and read it over every day until Easter.
Work on memorizing this reminder of God's protection over us through
the Bible.
2. If you are not already reading the Bible every day, try starting with
reading a Proverbs a day (read the chapter that matches the day of the
month that it is). If you already do Bible reading, try adding to it by also
memorizing some scripture or taking notes as you read. If you would
like some great suggestions for how to make your Bible Study time
fresh, ask Bethany for some free resources.

Restoration Is God's to Give and Ours to Receive
Read Jonah Ch. 1 and Ch. 4
“When God saw what they did and how they turned from their
evil ways, he relented and did not bring on them the destruction
he had threatened.” Jonah 3:10
When we hear the story of Jonah, it not only sounds a bit like a
Disney movie (Pinocchio), but also sounds so outside of what WE
as Christians would do. Jonah understood God's character and
was not a fan of the forgiveness and restoration that was being
offered to a sinful Nineveh, so he physically ran from God. He
thought if he got far enough away that God's plan for the city
would simply stop. We are very familiar with the rest of the story
and how God still planned on using Jonah to restore the city no
matter what it took.
I find the last chapter of Jonah so interesting. Jonah told Nineveh
about God and they publicly repented and sought God's
compassion and mercy. Jonah's response? Take a look at
chapter 4 verses 1-3. Jonah was so upset that God would forgive
them and not destroy them that not only did he get angry at God
for BEING God, but he wanted to die because of God's desire to
restore that city. So God, because He is God, decided to address
Jonah's heart in the rest of the chapter. We have no idea if Jonah
got the message, but we see such a great picture of who God is
in this book.
We may not pack a bag and grab a plane ticket, but we often
feel convicted on Sunday morning and walk out of the church
doors still unchanged. God offers us restoration for our sin and
we feel that we are good enough. And what about the anger we
feel when God takes stronger measures to get our attention and
disciplines us? Instead of seeing it as a loving part of His plan,
we get upset and blame Him. God's ultimate restoration is
through salvation, but it is also offered daily as we are refined to
become more like Him. Will we be grateful for that restoration
process, or, like Jonah, try to run from it?
Application:
1. Think of a time when God was trying to get your attention. How did
you respond to the discipline He was using?
2. Listen to a sermon (either in church or on your own) and take notes.
What is God prompting you to do because of what was shared from His
word? Come up with one thing you will change because of that sermon
and take the first step to change.

Day 6
Restoration Is About Relationship
Read Matthew 27
“At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from
top to bottom.” Matthew 27: 51
In Exodus, we see a detailed description of what the tabernacle –
the people of Israel's place of worship – was to look like. God
spared no details as He had His people outfit the place that
would be a physical building where man and God could meet.
The tabernacle had different rooms that were used for different
forms of worship and in the center was the Holy of Holies. This
was the most sacred place in the tabernacle that housed the Ark
of the Covenant and was only to be entered by a special priest
once a year to burn incense and sprinkle blood from a sacrifice.
This sacred place was separated from the rest of the tabernacle
by a special heavy curtain. It showed that there were things that
must be done and sacrifices to be made before God could be
approached to seek forgiveness.
Here comes my very favorite part of the entire history of Jesus'
death on the cross. The very moment of Jesus’ death, when
God's plan for redemption for us had been completed, the veil
torn in two! Do you understand the significance of that? God
physically removed the barrier that was keeping us from Him!
Our separation from God was over! Jesus’ death on the cross
provided the sacrifice needed so we once again could have a
personal relationship with God. We do not need anyone to go to
God on our behalf because God is inviting us to come to Him
ourselves.
What a powerful picture of how the sacrifice that Jesus made
was complete! Nothing else was needed as God took care of
the payment of our sins. All we need to do is believe and
accept that gift. God's plan for restoration got very personal as
Jesus took His last breath. We are no longer held at a distance
because of our sin. The blood of the final sacrifice draws us
close to the God of creation.
Application:
1. Do some more research on the tabernacle and how it was made.
Take a look at what the rituals of the sacrifices looked like at that time.
2. What does your relationship with God look like? Is it a Sunday-only
relationship or do you value the access you have to God every day?
Take some time to reflect on that and thank God that He wants a
relationship with you.

Restoration is Complete
Read Mark 15: 42- Mark 16
“Don’t be alarmed,” he said. “You are looking for Jesus
the Nazarene, who was crucified. He has risen! He is not here.
See the place where they laid him.” Mark 16:6
Have you ever read and book or watched a movie and thought
“Is that it?” when you finished. The story left big holes and no
closure for the characters. The Bible is the history of our world
and it shows us verse by verse and character by character how He
has put each of those situations together to lead up to one thing
– Jesus death and resurrection! From the moment Adam and Eve
stepped out of the Garden, God orchestrated His plan to multiply
His people – move them where He wanted them to be – send
Joseph to be enslaved and thrown in jail so he could keep God's
people from starving to death – protected Ruth so she could
marry Boaz – helped a shepherd boy become a king – and person
by person we see how God was leading up to this day. The day
He would restore His people to Himself.
Our God is a God of completion; He does not do anything
halfway. It is hard when we are in the middle of hard times to see
how it is going to work together for our good, but all we have to
do is look at the Bible to see that is exactly how God works!
Philippians 1:6 tells us that God who began a good work in us will
be faithful to complete it until He comes back to set up His final
and perfect kingdom. Everything in our lives is moving us closer
to that moment and is planned for our good and God's glory. Do
you believe that?
With every joy, disappointment, victory, hurt, and question, we
are moving closer to the day when our restoration is complete
and we will see God face to face and be able to worship Him for
all eternity. Every circumstance in your life is not for nothing!
God's story has no holes in it! It is part of God's plan and we
have seen over and over again how good and complete His
plans are. How good and complete OUR story is. So let's trust
Him and keep moving forward with joy and anticipation no
matter what is going on in our lives that someday we will be
restored to Him fully.
Application:
1. Watch the youtube video (http://bit.ly/lrbcrestoration) called the Big
Story from the Gospel Project. Think about how amazing God is in
putting our entire history together!
2. What situation in your life is a struggle right now? Think about ways
it could glorify God and help you become more like Christ. Make a list
of how God could be using that hard time in your life and thank Him for
it. (Pray James 1: 2-4 as a praise to God.)
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